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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 The Local Green Space (LGS) designation is a way to protect green areas or open spaces 

against development where they are of particular importance to local communities.  Local 

Green Space designations are made for use in Local Plans or Neighbourhood Plans.  These 

plans can identify on a map (‘designate’) green areas for special protection.  Once designated, 

Local Green Spaces receive protection consistent with national Green Belt policy. 

 

1.2 The purpose of this paper is to explain the process which has led to the proposed designation 

of areas of LGS in the Low Coniscliffe and Merrybent Neighbourhood Plan.  It sets out the 

national and local background to LGS and explains the methodology used in the assessment. 

 

1.3 All of the sites that have been assessed are included in Appendix 1 – this provides a brief 

explanation of the reasons why a site has or has not been included in the Pre-Submission Draft 

Neighbourhood Plan.  Further details on those that have proposed to be allocated is included 

within Appendix 2. 

 

1.4 As part of the consultation on the Pre-Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan we are inviting 

comments on the proposed LGS designations.  The Pre-Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan 

is available on our website at www.lowconiscliffeandmerrybentneighbourhoodplan.org.uk.  

 

1.5 Comments can be made in the following ways: 

• By email to: lcmneighbourhoodplan@outlook.com  

• By letter to: The Parish Clerk, Low Coniscliffe and Merrybent Parish Council, 9 Woodcrest 
Road, Darlington DL3 8EF 

• Attending the consultation event on Saturday 28 April 2018 between 11am and 1pm, at 
St Edwin’s Church Hall, High Coniscliffe, Darlington, DL2 2LR. 

 
1.6 The Parish Council must receive comments by 12noon on 2 June 2018. 
  

http://www.lowconiscliffeandmerrybentneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/
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2. Planning policy background 

National  

2.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF – 2012) sets out the Government’s planning 

policies for England and how these are expected to be applied. 

 

2.2 Section 8 of the NPPF highlights the important role the planning system can play in facilitating 

social interaction and creating healthy, inclusive communities.  Paragraphs 76 – 78 refer 

specifically to LGS.  Paragraph 76 states: 

 

‘Local communities through local and neighbourhood plans should be able to identify for 

special protection green areas of particular importance to them. By designating land as Local 

Green Space local communities will be able to rule out new development other than in very 

special circumstances. Identifying land as Local Green Space should therefore be consistent 

with the local planning of sustainable development and complement investment in sufficient 

homes, jobs and other essential services. Local Green Spaces should only be designated when a 

plan is prepared or reviewed, and be capable of enduring beyond the end of the plan period.’ 

 

2.3 Paragraph 77 explains when the LGS designation should be used: 

 

‘The Local Green Space designation will not be appropriate for most green areas or open space. 

The designation should only be used: 

• where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 

• where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a 

particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, 

recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; 

and 

• where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of 

land.’ 

 

2.4 Paragraph 78 identifies that local policy for managing development within a LGS should be 

consistent with policy for Green Belts. 

 

2.5 The NPPF is supported by guidance set out in the National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG).  

With regard to LGS NPPG identifies:  

• Designating LGS needs to be consistent with local planning for sustainable 

development in the area. Plans must identify sufficient land in suitable locations to 

meet identified development needs and the LGS designation should not be used in a 

way that undermines this aim of plan making (Paragraph: 007 Reference ID: 37-007-

20140306); 

• LGS designation will rarely be appropriate where the land has planning permission for 

development.  Exceptions could be where the development would be compatible with 

the reasons for designation or where planning permission is no longer capable of 

being implemented (Paragraph: 008 Reference ID: 37-008-20140306); 
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• LGS may be designated where those spaces are demonstrably special to the local 

community, whether in a village or in a neighbourhood in a town or city (Paragraph: 

009 Reference ID: 37-009-20140306); 

• If land is already protected by another designation, then consideration should be given 

to whether any additional local benefit would be gained by designation as LGS 

(Paragraph: 010 Reference ID: 37-010-20140306); 

• The LGS will need to meet the criteria set out in paragraph 77 of the NPPF (see 

paragraph 2.3 above). Whether to designate land is a matter for local discretion. For 

example, green areas could include land where sports pavilions, boating lakes or 

structures such as war memorials are located, allotments, or urban spaces that 

provide a tranquil oasis (Paragraph: 013 Reference ID: 37-013-20140306); 

• The proximity of a LGS to the community it serves will depend on local circumstances, 

including why the green area is seen as special, but it must be reasonably close. For 

example, if public access is a key factor, then the site would normally be within easy 

walking distance of the community served (Paragraph: 014 Reference ID: 37-014-

20140306); 

• There are no hard and fast rules about how big a LGS can be because places are 

different and a degree of judgment will inevitably be needed. However, paragraph 77 

of the NPPF is clear that LGS designation should only be used where the green area 

concerned is not an extensive tract of land. Consequently, blanket designation of open 

countryside adjacent to settlements will not be appropriate. In particular, designation 

should not be proposed as a ‘back door’ way to try to achieve what would amount to a 

new area of Green Belt by another name (Paragraph: 015 Reference ID: 37-015-

20140306);  

• Provided land can meet the criteria at paragraph 77 of the NPPF there is no lower size 

limit for a Local Green Space. (Paragraph: 016 Reference ID: 37-016-20140306); 

• Land can be designated as LGS even if there is no public access e.g. green areas which 

are valued because of their wildlife, historic significance and/or beauty.  Designation 

does not in itself confer any rights of public access over what exists at present. Any 

additional access would be a matter for separate negotiation with land owners, whose 

legal rights must be respected (Paragraph: 017 Reference ID: 37-017-20140306); 

• Areas that may be considered for designation as LGS may be crossed by public rights 

of way. There is no need to designate linear corridors as LGS simply to protect rights of 

way, which are already protected under other legislation (Paragraph: 018 Reference 

ID: 37-018-20140306); 

• A LGS does not need to be in public ownership. However, the qualifying body should 

contact landowners at an early stage about proposals to designate any part of their 

land as LGS. Landowners will have opportunities to make representations in respect of 

proposals in a draft plan (Paragraph: 019 Reference ID: 37-019-20140306); 

• Designating a green area as LGS would give it protection consistent with that in 

respect of Green Belt, but otherwise there are no new restrictions or obligations on 

landowners (Paragraph: 020 Reference ID: 37-020-20140306); 

• Management of land designated as LGS will remain the responsibility of its owner. If 

the features that make a green area special and locally significant are to be conserved, 
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how it will be managed in the future is likely to be an important consideration. Local 

communities can consider how, with the landowner’s agreement, they might be able 

to get involved, perhaps in partnership with interested organisations that can provide 

advice or resources (Paragraph: 021 Reference ID: 37-021-20140306); and 

• Land designated as LGS may potentially also be nominated for listing by the local 

authority as an Asset of Community Value. Listing gives community interest groups an 

opportunity to bid if the owner wants to dispose of the land. (Paragraph: 022 

Reference ID: 37-022-20140306). 

Local 

 

2.6 The Neighbourhood Plan must be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the 

Development Plan.  Within the Low Coniscliffe and Merrybent Neighbourhood Area this 

currently consists of the Darlington Core Strategy (2011) and the saved policies of the 

Darlington Local Plan (2003).  Statutory provision for the designation of LGS postdates the 

strategic policies contained in the adopted Development Plan.  Darlington Borough Council are 

currently preparing a new Local Plan; however, this remains at an early stage and a draft plan 

has not yet been published for consultation.   
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3. Local Green Space designation process 
 

3.1 This section explains the methodology followed by the Low Coniscliffe and Merrybent 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group to determine the areas of land proposed to be designated 

as LGS in the Pre-Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

 

Step 1:  Identification of green spaces 

3.2 The first step was to identify a list of green areas and open spaces to assess as potential LGS.  

A variety of sources of information were used to inform this process: 

• Sites allocated in the Darlington Local Plan; 

• Darlington Open Space Strategy (2007)1 and update report (2010)2; 

• Darlington Green Infrastructure Strategy (2013)3; 

• Feedback from early engagement on the Neighbourhood Plan; 

• Extensive local knowledge of members of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group; 

and 

• Review of current information, such as local studies, character appraisal and the 

Historic Environment Record. 

 

Step 2:  Assessment of green spaces 

3.3 Once the list of green spaces had been collected from the sources listed in step 1, the Steering 

Group assessed their suitability for designation as LGS against the criteria in the NPPF and 

NPPG as outlined in section 2 of this report. 

 

                                                           
1 http://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/112716/openspacestrategy.pdf  
2 http://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/112717/oss-5.pdf  
3 https://microsites.darlington.gov.uk/local-plan/document-library/darlingtons-green-infrastructure-strategy/  

Current stage 

Step 1:  Identification of green spaces

Step 2:  Assessment of green spaces

Step 3:  Feedback - Pre Submission Neighbourhood Plan

Step 4:   Submission Neighbourhood Plan

Step 5:  Examination/ Referendum/ Adoption

Figure 1:  LGS identification process 

http://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/112716/openspacestrategy.pdf
http://www.darlington.gov.uk/media/112717/oss-5.pdf
https://microsites.darlington.gov.uk/local-plan/document-library/darlingtons-green-infrastructure-strategy/
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3.4 In order to be identified as LGS all of the following criteria, identified in figure 2 below were 

required to be met: 

Criteria Explanation 

Land is not subject of a planning 
permission for 
development. 

LGS designation will rarely be appropriate where the land 
has planning permission for development. Exceptions 
could be where the designation would be compatible 
with the planning permission or where planning 
permission is no longer capable of being implemented. 
(NPPG Paragraph: 008 Reference ID: 37-008-20140306) 
Q:  Does the space have planning permission? 

Land is not allocated or 
proposed for development in 
the Local or Neighbourhood 
Plan. Unless it can be shown 
that the Local Green Space 
could be incorporated within 
the site as part of the allocated 
development. 

LGS should be consistent with the local planning of 
sustainable development and complement investment in 
sufficient homes, jobs and other essential services (NPPF 
Paragraph 76) 
Designating any LGS will need to be consistent with local 
planning for sustainable development in the area. In 
particular, plans must identify sufficient land in suitable 
locations to meet identified development needs and the 
LGS designation should not be used in a way that 
undermines this aim of plan making (NPPG Paragraph: 
007 Reference ID: 37-007-20140306) 
The space should be capable of enduring beyond the plan 
Period (NPPF Paragraph 76) 
Q:  Is the space allocated or proposed to be allocated in 
a Development Plan? 

The space is not an extensive 
tract of land and is local in 
character 

LGS designation should only be used where the green 
area is not an extensive tract of land. Blanket designation 
of open countryside adjacent to settlements will not be 
appropriate. (NPPG Paragraph: 015 Reference ID: 37-015-
20140306) 
Q:  How close is the space to the community it serves? 
Q:  Where are the nearest centres of population? 

The space is demonstrably 
special to the local community 
and holds particular local 
significance. 

LGS may be designated where those spaces are 
demonstrably special to the local community, whether in 
a village or a neighbourhood in a town. (NPPG Paragraph: 
009 Reference ID: 37-009-20140306) 
The space must be demonstrably special by meeting at 
least one of criterion in the following table. 
Q: Is the proposal to designate supported by any of the 
following: A friends group, local community groups, a 
parish plan, the Parish Council, Ward member(s)? 

Figure 2:  LGS criteria required to be met by all potential sites 

3.5 The criteria in Figure 3 below then seeks to draw out what it is about the space that makes it 

‘demonstrably special to the local community’.  A LGS should meet at least one of the criteria 

in the table below, although some spaces met more than one of the criteria: 

Criteria Explanation 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 

How is the proposed space of particular local significance, 
in respect of its beauty? 



LC&M Neighbourhood Plan:  Local Green Space Background Paper and Assessment Report 
 

9 | P a g e  
www.lowconiscliffeandmerrybentneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 

Criteria Explanation 

because of its beauty Does the space contribute to the visual attractiveness of 
the townscape or character / setting of the settlement? 
Is the space covered by other landscape or townscape 
designations? (e.g. Conservation Area) 

The proposed space is of 
particular local historic 
significance 

How is the proposed space of particular local significance, 
in respect of its historic significance? 
Does the proposed space or elements of the space have 
local historical significance? (e.g. Conservation Area) 
Are there any historic buildings or structures in the 
space? (e.g. Listed Building or Scheduled Monument) 
Are there any important historic landscape features on 
the space? (e.g. veteran trees or old hedgerows) 
Does the space have a historic literature or art 
connection? 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its recreational value 

How is the proposed space of particular local significance, 
in respect of its recreational value? 
There is no need to designate linear corridors as Local 
Green Space simply to protect rights of way, which are 
already protected under other legislation. (NPPG 
Paragraph: 018 Reference ID: 37-018-20140306) 
 
What variety of recreational activities does the space 
support? (e.g. the space is used for playing sport and for 
informal recreation) 
Is the space already identified in the Darlington Open 
Space study? 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its tranquillity 

How is the proposed space of particular local significance, 
in respect of its tranquillity? 
Why is the space considered to be tranquil? 
Is the space used for quiet reflection? 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of its richness of 
wildlife 

How is the proposed space of particular local significance, 
in respect of its richness of wildlife? 
Is the proposed space formally designated for its wildlife 
value? (e.g. is it a SSSI, SNCI or Local Nature Reserve). 
Are any important habitats or species found in the space? 
Does the proposed space support species of fauna or 
flora? (e.g. protected under the Wildlife & Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended), Countryside and Rights of Way 
Act 2000 or Habitat Regulations 2010, Section 41 of the 
Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006) 
Does the proposed space support species of birds listed 
on the Red, Amber or Green Lists of Species of 
Conservation Concern or notable assemblage of 
invertebrates? 
Does the proposed space support irreplaceable habitats 
such as ancient semi-natural woodland and veteran 
trees? 
Does the proposed space function as part of a wildlife 
corridor or green infrastructure enabling the dispersal of 
species of flora and fauna? 
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Criteria Explanation 

The proposed space is of 
particular local significance 
because of another reason not 
covered by criteria above 

Are there any other reasons why the proposed space has 
a particular local significance for the local community? 

Figure 3:  Criteria that identify why the space is demonstrably special to the local community 

3.6 The assessment then concluded whether all of the nationally required criteria have been met 

and listed the relevant local criteria and whether the space was considered to be suitable as 

LGS.  In addition, contact was made with the owners of the sites.  

Step 3:  Feedback - Pre-Submission Neighbourhood Plan – CURRENT STAGE 

 

3.7 This is the current stage of the LGS designation process.  Policy LCM 7 of the Pre-Submission 

Draft Neighbourhood Plan proposes to designate seven sites (see Appendix 1 and 2).  Through 

the consultation on the plan we are seeking feedback on the proposed designation of LGS – 

see Section 1 which explains how to comment on the Pre-Submission Draft Neighbourhood 

Plan.  

Step 4:  Submission Neighbourhood Plan 

 

3.8 Any responses received to the consultation on the Pre-Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan 

should be considered and the policy wording and associated maps amended (where 

appropriate) before being submitted to Darlington Borough Council for a further six-week 

public consultation.   

Step 5:  Examination/ referendum/ adoption 

 

3.9 Following the submission of the Neighbourhood Plan, it will then be examined by an 

Independent Examiner.  The Examiner will review the evidence base for the plan – including 

whether there is evidence to justify the allocation of LGS.  Once the plan passes Examination it 

will then go to referendum and will be formally ‘made’ by Darlington Borough Council. 
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4. Conclusion and Next Steps 
 
4.1  This background paper has explained the process which has led to the proposed designation of 

areas of LGS in the Low Coniscliffe and Merrybent Neighbourhood Plan.  It has summarised the 
national and local background to LGS and explained the methodology used in the assessment. 

 
4.2 All of the sites that have been assessed are included in Appendix 1 – this provides a brief 

explanation of the reasons why a site has or has not been included in the Pre-Submission Draft 
Neighbourhood Plan.  Further details on those that have proposed to be allocated is included 
within Appendix 2.   

 
4.3 As part of the consultation on the Pre-Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan we are inviting 

comments on the LGS designations proposed.  The Pre-Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan 
is available on our website at: www.lowconiscliffeandmerrybentneighbourhoodplan.org.uk.  

 
4.4 Responses received to the consultation on the Pre-Submission Draft Neighbourhood Plan will 

be considered and the policy wording and associated maps amended (where appropriate) 
before being submitted to Darlington Borough Council for a further six-week public 
consultation.   

 
4.5 Following the end of the consultation period we will review the responses received and 

identify if any changes need to be made to the Plan and its evidence base.  
 
4.6 The current timetable for the next stages of the Plan making process are:  

• Submission of the Plan to Darlington Borough Council for Examination – July 2018;  

• Consultation on the Submission Plan – July 2018;  

• Examination of the Plan by an Independent Examiner – August 2018;  

• Referendum – Autumn 2018;  

• Neighbourhood Plan ‘made’ by Darlington Borough Council – Autumn 2018.  

http://www.lowconiscliffeandmerrybentneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/
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Appendix 1: Local Green Space Assessment 
Site 
Ref 

Site name The space is 
not 
designated 
for 
development/ 
has planning 
permission 

The 
space is 
not an 
extensive 
tract of 
land 

The space 
in close 
proximity 
to the 
community 
it serves 

The space is 
demonstrably special for 
any of the following 
reasons? 

The space 
should be 
designated as 
Local 
Green Space 

Comments 
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A 
Merrybent 
Community 
Forest 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

The Community Forest was created to 
provide a long term recreational area for 
people living in the Parish and wider 
communities who wish to enjoy the 
wildlife and woodland landscape. 

B 

Medieval 
Manor, 
Dovecot and 
Tower, Low 
Coniscliffe  

✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   ✓ 

This site is in a prominent position near 
to the River Tees and Teesdale Way. It is 
located to the West of and adjoining Low 
Coniscliffe providing a green space for 
people living in the local communities 
and visitors who wish to enjoy this site 
historical rural landscape. 

C 
Bronze Age 
Site, Low 
Coniscliffe 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ 

The site is in a prominent position near 
to the River Tees and Teesdale Way   to 
the East of and adjoining Low Coniscliffe 
providing for people living in the local 
communities and visitors who wish to 
enjoy the historical and rural landscape. 
This site is seen as important to the 
historical character of Low Coniscliffe and 
provides evidence of the oldest recorded 
settlement in the village. 
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Site 
Ref 

Site name The space is 
not 
designated 
for 
development/ 
has planning 
permission 

The 
space is 
not an 
extensive 
tract of 
land 

The space 
in close 
proximity 
to the 
community 
it serves 

The space is 
demonstrably special for 
any of the following 
reasons? 

The space 
should be 
designated as 
Local 
Green Space 

Comments 

B
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D 
Teesdale Way, 
East of Low 
Coniscliffe 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

A busy part of the Teesdale Way 
‘Gateway to the Green Valley’ and 
referred to by Darlington Borough 
Council on the tourist information and 
maps, popular with people who 
appreciate the views, wildlife and the 
unspoiled rural and wooded landscape of 
outstanding natural beauty.  This walk is 
featured in both ‘Wainwrights Walks and 
Darlington Borough Council’s ‘Walk the 
Darlington Way.’ 

E 
Merrybent 
Drive Green 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓ 

This recreational land is laid to grass and 
attractive trees.  It is an important part of 
the local community and has been 
designed to provide an attractive area of 
green space incorporating the village 
style to the centre of this development 
built at the start of the decade. 

F 
Merrybent 
Green 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓   ✓ 

This recreational land is laid to grass and 
Spring bulbs have been planted by the 
local community. It is an important part 
of the local area, providing an attractive 
entrance to the village of Merrybent.  
One of the village benches is situated on 
this green and is valued by the 
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Site 
Ref 

Site name The space is 
not 
designated 
for 
development/ 
has planning 
permission 

The 
space is 
not an 
extensive 
tract of 
land 

The space 
in close 
proximity 
to the 
community 
it serves 

The space is 
demonstrably special for 
any of the following 
reasons? 

The space 
should be 
designated as 
Local 
Green Space 

Comments 
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community and visitors alike.  The green 
is enhanced by the Parish Council 
planting and maintaining Summer and 
Winter bedding plants for the enjoyment 
of the people of the Parish and beyond. 

G 
Low Coniscliffe 
Green Space 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ 

This open green space, which was 
formerly the old village green, is laid 
mainly to grass and provides an 
attractive focal point to the village. A 
mature Hawthorn tree, which was 
planted to commemorate the Queen’s 
Silver Jubilee in 1977 stands towards the 
front of the green where Gate Lane, Back 
Lane and Wood Lane converge. 

H 
River Tees 
Wooded Field 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓ × 

Whilst the site is important to local 
communities, its primary purpose is as 
agricultural pasture land.  It is considered 
that it would be more appropriate to 
identify the site as part of the green 
infrastructure of the parish and as an 
active travel route.  
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Site 
Ref 

Site name The space is 
not 
designated 
for 
development/ 
has planning 
permission 

The 
space is 
not an 
extensive 
tract of 
land 

The space 
in close 
proximity 
to the 
community 
it serves 

The space is 
demonstrably special for 
any of the following 
reasons? 

The space 
should be 
designated as 
Local 
Green Space 

Comments 
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I 
River Tees 
Embankment 
and Woods 

✓ × ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ × 

Given the length of the proposed site, it 
is considered that it could be an 
extensive tract of land and it would be 
more appropriate to identify the site as 
part of the green infrastructure of the 
parish and as an active travel route. 

J 

Merrybent 
Northern/ 
Southern 
Boundaries 

✓ ✓ ✓      × 

The land is a mix of agricultural and 
pastoral land which is seen by the local 
community as important to the resident’s 
wellbeing and as a wildlife corridor.  
Whilst it is important it is considered that 
it would be more appropriate to identify 
the site as part of the green 
infrastructure of the parish. 

K 
Baydale Beck, 
West 
Embankment 

✓ × ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ × 

Given the length of the proposed site, it 
is considered that it could be an 
extensive tract of land and it would be 
more appropriate to identify the site as 
part of the green infrastructure of the 
parish and as an active travel route. 

L 
Low Coniscliffe 
Gate Lane 
Entrance 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓  

Whilst the area identified does meet the 
criteria, it is not considered to be a site 
which the public use.  It is considered it 
would be more appropriate to identify 
the site as an important green approach 
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Site 
Ref 

Site name The space is 
not 
designated 
for 
development/ 
has planning 
permission 

The 
space is 
not an 
extensive 
tract of 
land 

The space 
in close 
proximity 
to the 
community 
it serves 

The space is 
demonstrably special for 
any of the following 
reasons? 

The space 
should be 
designated as 
Local 
Green Space 

Comments 
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to the village. 

M 
A67, verges and 
embankments 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ × 

The area is highly valued by the local 
community, located in a prominent 
position on the A67, connecting Low 
Coniscliffe to Darlington, Merrybent, 
Merrybent Drive and Barnard Castle.  
Whilst the area is important it is 
considered that it would be more 
appropriate to identify the site as part of 
the green infrastructure of the parish. 

N 
A67 North, field 
adjacent to 
Baydale Beck 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  ✓ × 

Highly valued by the local community. It 
is located in a prominent position North 
of the A67 adjacent Low Coniscliffe and is 
a part of the strategic green corridor 
adjoining the Baydale Beck, leading to 
the River Tees.  Whilst the area is 
important it is considered that it would 
be more appropriate to identify the site 
as part of the green infrastructure of the 
parish. 

O 
Coniscliffe 
Moor 

✓ × ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ × 
Given the length of the proposed site, it 
is considered that it could be an 
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Site 
Ref 

Site name The space is 
not 
designated 
for 
development/ 
has planning 
permission 

The 
space is 
not an 
extensive 
tract of 
land 

The space 
in close 
proximity 
to the 
community 
it serves 

The space is 
demonstrably special for 
any of the following 
reasons? 

The space 
should be 
designated as 
Local 
Green Space 

Comments 
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Bridleways and 
Public Rights of 
Way 

extensive tract of land and it would be 
more appropriate to identify the site as 
part of the green infrastructure of the 
parish and as an active travel route. 

P 
Low Coniscliffe 
Northern 
Boundary 

✓ ✓ ✓  ✓     

The land is agricultural, and the grassed 
verge features an unbroken stretch of 
medieval stone walling subject to a 
preservation order. It is seen by the 
community as an important landscape 
feature representative of the historical 
character of Low Coniscliffe.  Whilst it is 
important it is considered that it would 
be more appropriate to identify the site 
as part of the green infrastructure of the 
parish. 
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Appendix 2 Detailed Assessment of proposed LGS 

Site Ref A 

Site Name Merrybent Community Forest 
              

 

All the following criteria must be met Comments 

Land is not subject of a planning 
permission for development. 

✓ 
 

Space is not allocated or 
proposed for development in the 
Local or Neighbourhood Plan. 

✓ 
 

The space is not an extensive tract of 
land and is local in character. 

✓ The area represents 16 hectares of deciduous 
woodland. 

The space is within close proximity of 
the community it serves. 

✓ 
The site lies adjacent to the development of 
Merrybent Drive in the centre of the Parish and 
is used by both residents and visitors. 

The space is demonstrably special to 
the local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

✓ 
  

At least one criterion must be met Comments 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
beauty. 

✓ 

This green space was created in 2007, as part of 
the North East Community Forests, planted by a 
group of around 200 young people. The 
woodland was designed to improve the local 
area within Low Coniscliffe and Merrybent Parish 
and includes a significant number of oak trees.  

The proposed space is of particular 
local historic significance. 

✓ 
The site marks the location of the original 
community hall. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
recreational value. 

✓ 

A significant recreational space designed to 
encourage the local community to participate in 
outdoor activities as a place of recreation, 
exercise and education. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
tranquillity. 

✓ 
This site is a haven of birds and other wildlife. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
richness of wildlife. 

✓ 

The area is planted with trees and grassed over.  
It is land that has a richness of habitats for 
wildlife including birds, deer, insects, butterflies 
and various types of hawks. 

Conclusion 

The Community Forest was created to provide a long term recreational area for people living in the 
Parish and wider communities who wish to enjoy the walks, variety of wildlife and the woodland 
landscape. 
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Site Ref B 

Site Name Medieval Manor, Dovecot and Tower Site  
 
                                
 

All the following criteria must be met Comments 

Land is not subject of a planning 
permission for development. 

✓ 
 

Space is not allocated or 
proposed for development in the 
Local or Neighbourhood Plan. 

✓ 
 

The space is not an extensive tract 
of land and is local in character. 

✓  

The space is within close proximity 
of the community it serves. 

✓ The Manor site is situated to the West of Low 
Coniscliffe.  

The space is demonstrably special 
to the local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

✓ 

The field is significant to the community as a 
historical site with visible signs of earthworks 
remaining particularly evident on aerial views of 
the site. 

At least one criterion must be met Comments 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
beauty. 

 
 

The proposed space is of particular 
local historic significance. 

✓ 

A non-designated archaeological site, which 
contains the remains of an 11th century manor 
house and dovecot, a 13th century tower, which 
was subject to an archaeological excavation 
during the 1960’s.  

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
recreational value. 

✓ 
The field is significant to the community as an 
area used to hold village fetes, bringing the 
residents of the Parish together. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
tranquillity. 

 
 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
richness of wildlife. 

 
 

Conclusion 

This site is in a prominent position near to the River Tees and Teesdale Way. It is located to the 
West of and adjoining Low Coniscliffe providing a green space for people living in the local 
communities and visitors who wish to enjoy this site historical rural landscape. 
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Site Ref C 

Site Name Low Coniscliffe Bronze Age Site  
                                    
     
 
 
 
 
 
 

All the following criteria must be met Comments 

Land is not subject of a planning 
permission for development. 

✓ 
 

Space is not allocated or 
proposed for development in the 
Local or Neighbourhood Plan. 

✓ 
 

The space is not an extensive tract of 
land and is local in character.  

✓  

The space is within close proximity of 
the community it serves. 

✓ The bronze age site is situated directly to the 
East of Low Coniscliffe. 

The space is demonstrably special to 
the local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

✓ 
 This site provides evidence of the oldest human 
settlement in the Parish dating back to as early 
as 1500 BC. 

At least one criterion must be met Comments 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
beauty. 

✓ 
This site is a longstanding grazing meadow 
bordered by an ancient hedgerow. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local historic significance. 

✓ 

This non-designated archaeological site contains 
the remains of a bronze age burial, round house 
and ditch and which was the subject to a recent 
archaeological excavation in 2016. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
recreational value. 

 
 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
tranquillity. 

✓ 
The boundary of this site incorporates the end of 
the corridor used by bats for roosting in the 
ancient hedgerow. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
richness of wildlife. 

✓ 
This area is used by many species of birds and 
wildlife. 

Conclusion 

The site is in a prominent position near to the River Tees and Teesdale Way to the East of and 
adjoining Low Coniscliffe providing for people living in the local communities and visitors who wish 
to enjoy the historical and rural landscape, which is laid to grass and used for grazing. This site is 
seen as important to the historical character of Low Coniscliffe and provides evidence of the oldest 
recorded settlement in the village. 
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Site Ref  D 

Site Name  Teesdale Way East of Low Coniscliffe 
 
                         

All the following criteria must be met Comments 

Land is not subject of a planning 
permission for development. 

✓ 
 

Space is not allocated or 
proposed for development in the 
Local or Neighbourhood Plan. 

✓ 
 

The space is not an extensive tract of 
land and is local in character. 

✓  

The space is within close proximity of 
the community it serves. 

✓  

The space is demonstrably special to 
the local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

✓ 

The Teesdale Way is an important landmark to 
the local community and crosses over this area of 
natural beauty as identified by Darlington 
Borough Council’s Landscape Character 
Assessment. 

At least one criterion must be met Comments 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
beauty. ✓ 

An unspoiled pastoral landscape highly valued 
and enjoyed by walkers and the local community 
using this ancient Public Rights of Way with 
unspoiled distant views over the River tees and 
beyond. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local historic significance. ✓ 

The starting point of the Teesdale Way into the 
Green Valley as described by DBC Landscape 
Character Assessment. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
recreational value. 

✓ 

A busy stretch of land viewed from many vantage 
points used by tourists, dog walkers, schools and 
the local community providing pedestrian access 
to Low Coniscliffe and the Green Valley. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
tranquillity. 

✓ 
This attractive area of green space provides a 
tranquil strip of land enjoyed and valued by 
residents and visitors alike. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
richness of wildlife. 

✓ 
A tranquil stretch of land rich in all varieties of 
wildlife particularly birds, foxes, moles and 
rabbits. 

Conclusion 

A busy stretch of land and public right of way known as the Teesdale Way ‘Gateway to the Green 
Valley’ and referred to by DBC on the tourist information and maps, popular with people who 
appreciate the views, wildlife and the unspoiled rural and wooded landscape of outstanding natural 
beauty. Indeed, this walk is featured in both ‘Wainwrights Walks and Darlington Borough Council’s 
‘Walk the Darlington Way.’ 
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Site Ref E 

Site Name Merrybent Drive Green  
 
                              

All the following criteria must be met Comments 

Land is not subject of a planning 
permission for development. 

✓ 
 

Space is not allocated or 
proposed for development in the 
Local or Neighbourhood Plan. 

✓ 
 

The space is not an extensive tract of 
land and is local in character  

✓ 
This green space forms part of the design of the 
newest housing built in the Parish and replicates 
village style. 

The space is within close proximity of 
the community it serves. ✓ 

Merrybent Drive Green is central within this 
small estate. As a result of its location it is an 
important part of the local area, connecting 
physically and visually to the village. 

The space is demonstrably special to 
the local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

✓ 

The green which is planted with trees provides 
an attractive visual amenity and is a recreational 
area valued by both residents and the local 
community. 

At least one criterion must be met Comments 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
beauty. 

✓ 
This green space benefits the community by 
contributing to the character and ambiance of 
the area. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local historic significance 

 
 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
recreational value. ✓ 

This recreational land is in a prominent position 
in the centre of the Merrybent Drive 
development, providing recreational value for 
people living in the local communities especially 
children. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
tranquillity. 

 
 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
richness of wildlife. 

 
 

Conclusion 

This recreational land is laid to grass and attractive trees.  It is an important part of the local 
community and has been designed to provide an attractive area of green space incorporating the 
village style to the centre of this development built at the start of the decade.  

 
  



LC&M Neighbourhood Plan:  Local Green Space Background Paper and Assessment Report 
 

23 | P a g e  
www.lowconiscliffeandmerrybentneighbourhoodplan.org.uk 

Site Ref F 

Site Name Merrybent Green  
                              

All the following criteria must be met Comments 

Land is not subject of a planning 
permission for development. 

✓ 
 

Space is not allocated or 
proposed for development in the 
Local or Neighbourhood Plan. 

✓ 
 

The space is not an extensive tract of 
land and is local in character. 

✓  

The space is within close proximity of 
the community it serves. 

✓ 

Merrybent Green is situated toward the Eastern 
end of the village abutting the front gardens of a 
row of bungalows. This green space is an 
important part of the local area, having been 
created from residual land left from Merrybent 
Nurseries which closed  

The space is demonstrably special to 
the local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

✓ 
  

At least one criterion must be met Comments 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
beauty. 

✓ 
This area of green space benefits the community 
by contributing to character and ambiance of the 
area. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local historic significance. 

 
 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
recreational value. 

✓ 

This recreational land is in a prominent position 
North of the A67 to the East of Merrybent, 
providing for the residents and visitors to the 
local community.  

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
tranquillity. 

 
 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
richness of wildlife. 

 
 

Conclusion 

This recreational land is laid to grass and Spring bulbs have been planted by the local community. It 
is an important part of the local area, providing an attractive entrance to the village of Merrybent.  
One of the village benches is situated on this green and is valued by the community and visitors 
alike.  The green is enhanced by the Parish Council planting and maintaining Summer and Winter 
bedding plants for the enjoyment of the people of the Parish and beyond. 
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Site Ref G 

Site Name Low Coniscliffe Green Space  
                          

All the following criteria must be met Comments 

Land is not subject of a planning 
permission for development. 

✓ 
 

Space is not allocated or 
proposed for development in the 
Local or Neighbourhood Plan. 

✓ 
 

The space is not an extensive tract of 
land and is local in character. 

✓  

The space is within close proximity of 
the community it serves. 

✓ 
Low Coniscliffe Green Space is situated towards 
the Western end of the village and is a green 
area ascribed to a row of link houses.  

The space is demonstrably special to 
the local community and holds 
particular local significance. 

✓ 

This green space was the original historic village 
green and was the site of the last otter hunt in 
the 1930’s.  At that time the Green extended 
further East into Gate Lane.  

At least one criterion must be met Comments 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
beauty. 

✓ 
As a result of its location this green space is an 
important and valued part of the local area and 
provides a visual focal point to the village. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local historic significance. 

✓ 
The grassed and landscaped area is the remnants 
of the original ancient village green. 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
recreational value. 

✓ 

This land is in a prominent position within the 
village of Low Coniscliffe and provides an 
attractive triangle of green space at junction of 
Gate Lane, Wood Lane and Back Lane.  

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
tranquillity. 

 
 

The proposed space is of particular 
local significance because of its 
richness of wildlife. 

 
 

Conclusion 

This open green space, which was formerly the old village green, is laid mainly to grass and provides 
an attractive focal point to the village. A mature Hawthorn tree, which was planted to 
commemorate the Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977 stands towards the front of the green space where 
Gate Lane, Back Lane and Wood Lane converge. 
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Appendix 3 Maps of proposed LGS designations 

A: Merrybent Community Forest 

 

B: Medieval Manor, Dovecot and Tower 
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C: Bronze Age Site – Low Coniscliffe     

 
 
D: Teesdale Way, East of Low Coniscliffe 
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E: Merrybent Drive Green 

 
 
F: Merrybent Green 
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G: Low Coniscliffe Green 

 


